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THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD THE BUILDER OF HIS SPIRITUAL TEMPLE. 
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Not by mi, ht, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of 
hosts.” — iv. 6. 


Tuis was spoken by the angel of the Lord, concerning the building 
ofthe cinend emglas It is the explanation of a vision, which was 
seen by the prophet Zechariah, the object of which was, w him, 
and him, to make known to the people, a truth, ~_ it was 


severing exertions, to the temple ; their dependence for success 
pane ge geht rigs scr or upon creatures, but upon the 
Spirit of, the Lord. is is a truth of universal application, with 
regard to every good work; and of fundamental importance to all 
pone For this reason, God takes a variety of ways to make it 
own, and to impress it upon the hearts of men. And for this same 
reason, I invite attention to it at this time. : 

The angel of the Lord came to the pro and awaked him, as a 
man is awakened out of his and said to him, What seest thou ? 
He looked, and lo, a ick, all of gold; with a bowl upon the 
top of it, and seven lamps thereon. He saw also, two olive one 
on each side ; and two olive branches, one from each tree, 
over the bowi. ‘These branches were emptying oil out of Ives, 
into the bowl. And from this bowl, it was carried, by seven pipes, 
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to the seven lamps, which were burning, with distinguished lustre, 

u = the top of thaheniintion. Here was an emblem of the reality, 
necessity, and the consistency of Divine and human agency, in the 

Surnishing of the light of life, to this dark and ruined world. 

The prophet, not understanding the meaning of the vision, was 
astonished ; and said, What are these, my Lord ? The angel answered, 
Knowest thou not what these be? He said, No, my Lord. Then the 
angel answered and said : This is the word of the Lord to Zerubbabel, 
who was at this time Prince of Judah, saying, Not by might, nor by 
power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts. 

As these lamps which you see, are supplied with oil, and kept con- 
stantly burning, not by the agency of man, but of God, so.the temple 
shall be built, and the nation established, and made prosperous and 
happy, not by human might or power, but by the Spirit of the Lord. 
He shall operate on the heart of the king of Persia, and incline him 
to favor you; on the hearts of your enemies, and keep them at a 
distance ; on the hearts of the people, and excite them to the work ; 
to undertake it with resolution, and to prosecute it with diligence, 
amidst all the difficulties which they may be called to encounter, until 
it shall be completed. All this shall be done, not by might, nor by 

wer, but by the Spirit of the Lord. Yet, in the accomplishment of 

is work, there must be might and power. Human might and power, 
with great skill and perseverance, must be exerted, or the work will 
not be done. Olive trees will not grow, bear fruit, and produce ‘oil, 
in such a manner as to give light, without human effort. Candlesticks 
and lamps, bowls to receive oil, and pipes to convey it to the proper 
places, are not made without hands ; and hands under the guidance of 
sound heads and hearts ; dependent, indeed, upon God, but voluntarily 
employed in the accomplishment of that, which is represented in the 
Bible, and represented truly, as done by the Lord. This unfolds a 
inciple of vast importance to all men. Notwithstanding their 
ice on God, which is real, entire, and universal, what their 

hands find to do, they must do; and with their might. That mi 


behalf. It is true, and it ought pe: Spree ote ath 
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e 
cf 
3 
i 
E 


: is power, except in his way. And 
to experience the benefit of that power, men must take that way. His 
promised operations were not designed, and when correctly , 
are not adapted to supersede their efforts, but to awaken them; to 
Oe aes and to crown them with glorious 
5 aphae e der teats somone he weet sort etapger = 
sight of ; h awakens attention, and which excites to effort, 
lence on him, of and through whom, and to whom, 

are all things. 
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This was the aspect in which the subject was presented to ‘(pe 
mind of the pro het, and this the aspect in which he present’.g it to 
the minds of the people. And so they understood It. No sooner 
‘were they told that the Spirit of the Lord was to be the, puilder of the 
temple, than they ascended the hills and the mounta':qs, collected their 
materials, brought them on to the spot, and according to laws by 
which God operates in such matters, fitted thea for their places, and 

them together. Had they not done this, th miszht in words 
ave acknowledged their dependence, and waited and prayed, and 
prayed and waited for the Lord, or rather against hiyn, all their lives, 
and not even the foundation of their temple have been laid. Why 
not? Was it not the temple of the Lord ? an”, had he not promised 
that it should be built ? and that he would b-: the builder ? And had 
he not decreed that this should be done, avd thus shawn that it was 
certain? Yes, it was the temple of the Lord. He had declared that 
it should be built, and that he would be the builder. He had decreed 
this should be done, and made known that decree ; and thus showed 
to the universe, that its accomplishment was certain. 

But it was not his house im any such sense, that he would build it, 
without them. He had not promised, or decreed, any such thing ; but 
the . He had indeed said, that it should be built; not by 
might, nor by power, but by his Spirit; an@, this was true. But it 
was not true in that sense, which those men put. upon his words, 
who would not work, and gave his declarations as an excuse their 
neglect: who said that they had nothing to do, or that there wa 
nothing which they could do; and of course, did nothing» 7 dut it 
was true in that other sense, in whirsh God meant it; anc im ~ which 

those understood it, who were awa'zened by it, to inquire, each a@ 1€ for 
himself, Lord, what wilt thou b.axve me to-do? and who,as Go 
showed them their duty, were rv-ady, in dependence on him, t» do it. 
And who, in this way, caused their temple to rise, and who cont , inued 
their exertions, without becrmping weary, till they saw it coma. >lete- 
And then, as a confirmation of-God’s.truth, and a public testima .y 
their faith in it, brought fe 7{h the head-stone thereof, w#h shout > 
crying, Grace, oRACE, US-Te-Tr. 

Nor will the most dee:p and permanent conviction of entire: dep end- 
ence for ore) See vi ew thonight, feeling, word, and action, d@  . — 
“persons any ‘wut: always. eat . It | 
Bak to gress elit, sutme cad gy A nt ta 
for success. Nor will it be 


works in them, both to will ‘and to do, all: the. good. 
goodness, and the work of faith with power ; that faith which comes, 
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ing, is the gift of God, of his own tion, and which works 
pa ar ce age 9 spear pemeee 
men have wrought righteousness, obtained promises, out of weak- 
ness been made strong, waxed valiant in fight, and overcome the 
world, the flesh, and devil, and come off conquerors, and more than 
conquerors, through him that loved them and gave himself for them. 

And the history of their labors, conflicts —— is recorded, 
that we may be followers of them, who, through faith and patience, 
and, often, much tribulation, are now inheriting the promises. 
Not that we should call any man, master ; or follow him farther than 
he follows Christ, who alone is our Master ; and in the doing of whose 
wikad Gieckarwlog wisch i dha guinad;¥y being wrought 

is-know which is thus gained, ing wrought out, is 
heaven wide in its influence, from that which is ever gained by being 
only thought out. The one may be done in the cloister, and the man 
remain there till he dies. The other will carry him who has it to the 
Cd orag Seet poole 5 ghar pecbmampae qn stbecainepr eee 
blood only, but with principalities and powers, with the rulers of the 
dastnenn of thd Work, and with iri coy | epee, cl sewing 
And it will not suffer him to put off his armor, till he puts on his crown. 
And it will then lead him to proclaim, what he feels, “ Not unto us, 
ae eS eee be the glory ;” and with the build- 
ers who brought forth the head-stone with shoutings, to cry, “ Grace, 
GRACE, UNTO IT.” 

Baeabrar go which was built at Jerusalem, wasa striking type of 
the spiritual temple which God has long been building, and which 
will be completed at the last day. Of this temple, the apostle speaks 
in his Epistle to the ig aye In whom, speaking of Christ, he 
says, all the building, fitly framed together, groweth up, unto an holy 
temple in the Lord. 

is temple is the Church ; that holy spiritual building, which is 
founded upon the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being 
the chief corner-stone. It is to be composed of all true believers, who 
shall ever have lived, from the first ing of creation, to the last 
moment of time. They way tuk Wllodie io the comme denowtinglions or 
Siiden wae ts BOTs ee Leh 

believe on the Son of God, and are $0 joined to him, as to be 
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by 
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Lord must be the builder of this spiritual temple. It was a work 
which none but God himself could perform. Nor could even he do 
it, in the wisest and best way, though he was almighty, and had all 
creation at his disposal, in less than four thousand years. The physi- 
cal creation he could complete, and in the wisest and best way, in a 
pis go week. He had only to speak, and it was done; to command, 

it stood fast. But to Yay ra the way, even to lay the foundation, 
of this eternal habitation for himself, he must operate throughout the 
kingdoms of nature, providence, and grace, for thousands, and thou- 
sands of years. this not merely through the instrumentality 
of creatures, but he must make bare his own arm, and travel, for 
ages, in the greatness of his strength. Nor is this all, but, he who 
was in the pupa Seg God, and was God, must himself leave the 
glory which he had before the creation, take upon him the form of a 
servant, and labor, even unto death, the death of the cross. 

And as under its awful, crushing weight, he bowed his head, and 
gave up the ghost, the sun turned away, the rocks broke asunder, and 
the dead started from their graves, to adore him that liveth, but was 
dead, that they might live for evermore. 

And must he who was in the beginning with God, make bare his 
arm, and travel for ages in the greatness of his and even 
give up life itself, to lay the foundation? What other arm, and 
what other strength, but that which is divine, can rear the super- 
structure? Surely, it must be done, not by might, nor by power, 
but by the Spirit of the Lord of hosts. This appears, 

II. From the foundation itself. This foundation is the Son of God ; 
the brightness of the Father’s glory, and the express image of his 
person ; in whom dwells the fulness of the Godhead bodily. By him 
were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth ; 
visible, and invisible ; whether they be thrones, or dominions, or prin- 
cepelipet or powers; all things were created by him, and for him. 

e was before all things, and by him all things consist; and he is 
over all, God eae ey se ga ys ather saith, ~ = 
knows, “ Thy throne, is forever ever ; a sceptre of right- 
cuiiins he oan i thy or Thou, Lord, in the begin- 

ing hast laid the inne S. es wack coat gro, 
works of thy hands. They perish, but thou remainest ; 

ah dll aon OM. vs doth ds t ; and as a vesture shalt thou fold 
them up, and they shall be c ; but thou art the same, and thy 
years not fail.” He is the and the Om ene 
and the ending, which is, and was, and is to come, nay on’ 

Such is the foundation of this temple, God manifest in the flesh. 
Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a pre- 
cious corner-stone, a sure foundation. And other foundation can no 
man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ, the true God, and 
eternal life. The value of this foundation never can be known 
by any, except those who are builded, and are building upon it. And 
it cannot be fully known even by them, unless they can know the 
greatness, extent, and duration of that misery, into which this founda- 
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tion keeps them from falling; and also the greatness, extent, and 
Se gee See ee ee ee , in consequence of 

i upon it. 

Re leemed sinners, you who are builded together on this foundation, 
for an habitation of God, through the Spirit, you know something of 
its worth ; but nothing to what you will know, when you have tried it 
for eternity. It exceeds in value all the treasures of creation ; in ex- 
cellence equals the glory of Jehovah ; and for stability, is like the pil- 
lars of the universe. That he must be the builder, is evident, 

IIL. From the materials out of which the temple is to be made. These, 
as they are in their natural state, univ ; and as mm hes be, 
without the Spirit and grace of God, , are described by him, 
as walking according to the course of this world, according to the 
prince of the er of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the 
children of disobedience. Among whom, we all had our conversation 
in times past, in the lusts of our flesh ; ing the desires of the flesh 
and of the mind ; and were by nature the chi of wrath, even as 
others. Does any one say, this is not my condition? I ask him, 
why? Had he been without the light of revelation, and without the 
Spirit and of God, would it not have been his condition ? 
Look abroad upon the millions who are now in that condition ; and is 
he naturally better than they? ‘No; in nowise. It has been proved 
by the testimony of God, and by facts, concerning both Jews and 

entiles, that they are all under sin ; and are even, naturally, dead 
in and sin. 
a bal can oe eee eee bev alive, and fill 

em with love, joy, peace, suffering, eness, goodness, 
meekness, faith, ar Liecmesin | bee he who ‘aoe, and it was done ; 
who commanded, and it stood fast? Can you do it? Can any man 
do it? Let him make the iment. to make it under the 
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having put off ing the former conversation, the old man which 
io pemaehs seereltae aa i eee lusts; become renewed in the 
spirit of his mind, and put on the new man, which after God is 
created in righteousness and true holiness, so that he shall live, not unto 
himself, but unto him who died for him and rose again. 

Has any one ever done this, of himself merely, by his own unaided 
wisdom, righteousness, and without the spirit and grace of 
God ? ishe? When, or where? Go through creation, and ask 
every soul, that has passed from death unto life, "Who made you to 
differ? And how were you saved? And they will all answer, “ By 

were we saved, through faith, and that not of ourselves, it was 
. e gift of God. phos gy ba rig yy which ye done, 
ut according to his mercy, he saved us, e i - 
tion, ony renewing "se the Holy Ghost. “God, he Tao 
mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, even when we were 
dead in sin, has made us alive together with Christ. We are his 
wor ip, created in Christ Jesus, unto good works.” And, “ by 
the grace of God,” each one would say, “ I am, what I am.” 

And if no one ever has been thus changed, without the Spirit and 
grace of God, what evidence is there that any one ever will be? Do 
you say,the power, which, as a free moral agent, each man possesses ? 
and the command of God to him, to make him a new heart? But 
has any one any more power than other men have had? And if 
their power did not avail them, without the Spirit of God, what evi- 
dence is there, what evidence can there be, that yours, without this 
Divine agent, will ever avail you? or the unaided power merely, of 
any other man, ever avail him? None: absolutely none. All the 
evidence of facts, and of the Divine testimony, is on the other side. 

To make power availabie to any good work, let it be remembered, 
there must be, not power merely, but also a disposition to use it for 
that end. And whatever be the power of man as a free moral agent, 
and he has enough to sustain the responsibilities of endless retribution, 
and to make it his reasonable service, to do all that God requires ; yet 
it is certain, that he will never, without the Spirit and grace of God, 
so use it as to make himself a new heart, to love God, hate sin, and 
delight in holiness ; or be even instrumental in | others to do 


ye, 
turn ye ; for why will ye die ?” and beseeches him by the the tears and 
blood of a Savior, to turn and live; yet, with all his power, be it 
what it may, without the of God, he will never obey him. 

And yet, this must be and by multitudes which no man can 
number; out of every nation, and kindred, and people, and tongue. 
will ever cause to do it? but he who said, “ Let there be 
light, and there was light.” He must shine into their hearts, and give 
them the light of the knowledge of his glory, in the face of Jesus Christ ; 
or they not tara from darkness to light, or become light in the 
Lord. He must write this law upon their hearts, and-imprint it upon 
their inward parts, or they will never be fitted for that temple ; from 


: 
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ev bythe mre ce bp characters, Honiness unfo the 
Lead Seti That he must be the builder of this glorious edifice, is, 
if ible, still more plain, 

. From the object, for which it is to be erected. What that 
object is, we are told by flie Apostle, in the second and third chapters 
of his Epistle to the Ephesians : viz. That, im the ages te come, God 
Sight chew the extoodling viches of hii , tn kindness toward us 
through Jesus Christ. oh from the Sauer te wont, al 
ship of the mystery, which from the beginning of t ; 
sone Lid to led’ ’oho crated oll thas by Sous Chet ; tw the 
intent, that unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places 
might be known, by the church, this spiritual temple, the manifold 
wisdom of God. 

Here is the object for which this spiritual temple is to be 
erected. It is in to come, to show angels, principalities, and 
powers, in heave: |e the manifold wisdom of 3 and the 
exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward men, 


Jesus Christ : an object which is infinite ; and which, as it unfo 
with ever increasing brightness, will call forth, from multitudes which 
no man can number, in and louder strains, Alleluias to God 


and the Lamb, forever and ever. Who can accomplish this, but God 
himself? Can an ange! do it? Can a superangelic creature? 
Can any creature, however exalted, show, by his productions, the 
manifold wisdom of God? Can he, in ages to come, show to angels, 
and principalities, and powers in heavenly places, the exceedi 
riches of God’s grace, in kindness toward men, through Jesus Christ 
It is higher than heaven, what can he know ? deeper than hell, what 
can he do? The measure thereof is longer than the earth, and 
broader than the sea. No man, or angel, or creature, 
of the riches of 
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that no creature can build it. From the greatness of the work which 
a was necessary to perform to lay the foundation—from the founda- 
tion itself—from the materials, out of which the temple is to be made— 
ye Srom Ag a’ Sor which t to be gic bay one & evident 
it must ut, not ight, nor by power, the Spirit 
the Lord of hosts. ie sited 

Some remarks will close this discourse. 

1, If the Spirit of the Lord is the builder of this temple, no one 
will ever become a part of it, without being prepared for it by him. 
Let the best human soul that ever existed, in a te man, be culti- 
vated and improved, if it could be, for ages ; without experiencing that 
change which the Bible calls, being “ born of the Spirit,” it would 
never be prepared for this spiritual temple. It would 3 no moral 
likeness to the foundation ; nor would it be resting upon it. It would 
not coalesce with the other parts of the temple, nor would it have any 
fitness to be a habitation of On this point, there is a great differ- 
erice of opinion among men. Some suppose, that they have no need to 
be born of the Spirit, to be created anew, or to pass from death unto 
life. They do not believe, that, when Jesus died for all, all were dead ; 
or that they must be made alive by the power of God. Not feeling that 
they have destroyed themselves, do not feel that in God alone is 
their help. Nor do they look to him, as the Lord their righteousness. 
Nor does he become the end of the law for righteousness, to them, as 
he is to those that believe. Nor have page in him, which pu- 
rifies them as he is pure; nor is he unto them wisdom, and righteous- 
ness, sanctification, and redemption. Being ignorant of God’s 
eousness, and going about to establish their own, they do not submit to 
the ane God. Nor do they live by faith in him that loved 
them, and gave himself for them. They never glory in his cross, nor 
are they by it, crucified to the world, or the world to them. 

Other persons there are, who, by an unction from the Holy One, 
know, that they must be born of ; that that, which is born of the 
flesh, is flesh ; and that except they be born of the Spirit, they cannot 
see the kingdom of 

These two kinds of materials, may ar to men, in this distant 
world, and while looking through a glass darkly, to be somewhat 
But when to the place where the temple is to stand, 
and viewed by the Master-builder, in the Basing Sere of eter- 

i that Wid:be foun] 0 bs aiemeher Gilerent- very best 
men, or creatures merely, instead of 
image of and fitted, with the rest of the tem- 
the lustre of his glory, to every part of the universe, 
only to be cast away from his presence, and from the 
all time for tion will then be ended, 
filthy still ; all hope of their ever be- 
of this glorious temple, will vanish as a dream, when 


irit of the Lord is the builder of this temple, his mate- 
perfectly prepared. However unsighily, or dark, or 
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Spirit of the Lord is the builder of this temple, any indi- 
Vadisi t0 Phe ho ta sacs Yeadon, sall his to bab stale UT pedititn y 
may himself become a part of it. Wherever he may live, and under 
whatever circumstances he may be placed; however long he may 
have been in rebellion against God, and however deeply he xx | have 


degradation and guilt ; he may nevertheless be 


i and live. his sins were as scarlet, 

ite as snow ; they were red like crimson, 

they may become as wool. From all his filthiness and his idols, God 
i y give him, and a new spirit put 

ithin him ; may take away the heart of stone, and give him a heart 
of flesh. He has done this for thousands. He is now doing it for 
thousands more. And he will do it for ten thousand times ten thou- 
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of man, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which is able to save 
the soul. And he must be not a hearer only, but a doer of the word ; 
and he will then find it to be perfect, converting the soul ; and sure, 
making wise the sim e ; right, rejoicing the heart ; pure, enlightening 
the eyes ; clean, forever ; true and righteous altogether ; 
more to be desired than gold, even much fine ; and in obeying it, 
will experience great reward. 

Nor does the fact that men are dependent on God, and that he 
is almighty, lessen the or the benefit of thus heark 

to his voice, believing his ston, or obeying. his commands 
Dependent on God, they indeed are ; but that, instead of being a rea- 
son why they should not immediately hearken to his voice, believe his 
ee reason why they 


“A As the Spirit of the Lord is the builder of this temple, and he 
operates by the truth, we see the reason wh a knowledge of the Spirit, 
Hiaupie! Abgeninecss Gisbeods , fo the least possible time, #0 

people. All people need this know They are in imminent 
Ft ae eternally without it. It is suited to their condi- 

to meet their wants. 

Nothing cle will doit. We have this remedy. Freely we have 
received, and freely we are bound to give. God commands, “Go ye 
into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. “ He that 
believeth and is baptized shall be saved. And he that believeth not 
shall be damned. But how shall they believe on him of whom they 
have not heard ? And how shall they hear, without a preacher? And 
how shall they preach, ex they be sent ? And by whom shall they 
be sent, if not by us, who that there is a Holy Ghost; who 
know the truth which he has revealed ; and through the belief and 


fluence to coulis one by every enamel 
dom and tho week He is bound by high and sacred ob- 
ligations not only to embrace the but to exert his in- 


aie ‘0 ep and te his infuene to induce al peop 
influence, his property. — ane warmer is glorious to 
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ier ane = , and blissfully for themselves, but for their children, 
and chi ’s children ; in which the accumulated treasures of wis- 
dom, and knowledge, and wealth, which any and all may be enabled 
to accumulate, instead of drowning in destruction and perdition those 
who come after them, may be so used as to work out for them an 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory. 

Parents, do you wish to be rich, and to have your children rich ? to 
live-rich, to die rich, and to be rich to all eternity? Be rich in 
works ; ready to distribute ; willing to communicate ; and thus lay up 


i 


es and them, a good ion against the time to come ; 
an inheritance saat chae aia ed, and never to fade 
away. Do you wish for glory ? ibe your names and those of your 


on a monument where they will shine, in living characters, 
an eternity after all the monuments of earth shall have crumbled into 
ruins ; inscribe them on those living stones of that living temple, 
whose foundation is the Prince of life ; and where they shine as 
brightness of the firmament, and as the stars, forevet and ever. 
Though it is to be built by the Spirit of the Lord, yet he has need of 
and of your children. not, O, I beseech you, forget 
, that you and they have need of him, and will continue to have 
need of him, to all eternity. His favor is life, and his loving kindness 
is better than life. 

6. We see in view of this subject, that the missionary of the cross is 
engaged in a great and glorious work. Men may, if will, view 
him with pity, or contempt; as a wild enthusiast, or blind fanatic. 
God views him as a co-worker with himself; in ing his own 
eternal habitation. They are workers together wi 
dwelleth not in temples made with hands, as he saith, “ Heaven is m 
throne, and earth is my footstool ;” yet, he dwelleth also with the hum- 
ble, and taketh up his abode with the contrite in heart. As it is written, 
“Ye are the temple of the living God.” And God hath said, “I 

in 


e 


25 


will dwell in them; and walk in them, and I will be their God, and 
they shall be my people.” “ If a man love me, my father will love 
eiindah 90 tll tant tase Make eae oc D with him.” 
He shall dwell in them, and they in him; and be filled 
pe os rare nite ype mg 9 eek nant a 
as of the firmament, and they turn many to 
righteousness, as the stars forever and ever: 

ta lata seed mate eke acca 
work, all are bound to be instant, sincere, fervent, persevering, 
not in labors, but in supplications to him, that their efforts, and 
ad aici of ction, ty sat beta veley tote aed. Without his 
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tion and the life,” “Awake, thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, 
and Christ shall give thee light,” be proclaimed, even by the feeble 
tongue of and attended, as in answer to humble affectionate 
supplications, it will be, by the power of him who quickeneth the dead, 
and calleth things that are not as though they were ; and there shall be 
NS nee ne een: 
his bone ; and flesh sinews shall come upon them ; and they shall 
stand up for God, an exceeding great army. Nations shall be born 
inaday. I, Jehovah, have spoken, and I will do it: I will hasten 
it; for my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my 
ways, saith Jehovah. As the rain and the snow come down from 
heaven and water the earth, and cause it to bring forth and bud—so 
shall my word be. It shall not return unto me void, but shall accom- 
plish that which I please, and shall prosper in the things whereto I 
sent it. Ye shall go forth with joy, and be led forth with peace. 
The mountains and the hills shall break forth before you into singing, 
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. Instead 

thorn, shall come up the fir tree ; instead of the brier, the myrtle tree. 
The glory of Lebanon shall come ; the fir tree and the box tree, to 
beautify the place of my cageany 6 AndI will make it glorious. 
Thy walls shall be salvation, and thy gates praise. 

. As the Spirit of the Lord is the Builder of this temple, it will 
be completed. For four thousand years he was preparing to lay the 
foundation ; and that is now done. For six thousand years < has 
been aring the materials ; and taking them on to the spot. Nota 
Seth; Whaas anc atny haan teak date “cho tack gent tah, tn tatipene 
deliberations, I now see, there, shining like the sun. pny = a 
takers of the same boundless grace, are now on their way. he 
who hath this good work, is able, and he has resolved to finish 
it ; to carry onward ; and all who shall follow them, and pre- 
sent them, spotless, and faultless, before the Eternal. And has ne be- 

, and will he not make an end? Shall any of his enemies ever taunt 
Sia, andaey, He began-to build, and was not able to finish? No. 
Let di accumulate till they fill the whole earth, and rise up to 






Let all the enemies of Christ in our world unite to oppose it, and 
reefer te canst erty Whany of Gol-in featvees, ent 
‘4 be my 0 in the universe, 

ising of thi Stiocla, GAM Lota tapcatsion wh anode Heth of 
fort to resist it. Disappointment will be written upon every exertion, 
ee ee ee 
monuments of their own weakness and folly. They will soon feel, 
that they are contending, not with might, nor with power, but with 


away. 
Opposer of Christ, you may, if you will, prevent yourself from ever 
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becoming a of this le ; and carry yourself to a spot, from 
oe you ever beho! it, it will be at an = ne 
on the other side of an impassable Its glory may exc 
a thousand suns, and cast its merdlesienylry Genial 
show in ten-fold horrors, the gloomy darkness of that dreadful 
abyss into which you will forever be descending. To that abyss you 
are going ; to continue there, y : 
Unless born from above, created anew, 
And washed in the fountain, now open for you ; 
Why imaged your Socks by «longer dey? 
> our s a 
Embrace his kind offers, wnteUf tis teres 
Then rise in triumph, to that temple above. 
And the glory shall be given, all to him, to whom it is all due, 


the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, the God of salvation, forever. 
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ample encouragement. Not, in short, that a sufficient motive is 
wantin 00 into all the world and preach the to every 
creature. rome 5 gic Pit: Saga 7 Sos a 
engage in this work ?—that the work itself is regarded in i 
Fe Taarlig, Width thd 0h Mats to poche, of uh, exbee pivaoe, 
instead of being the thing, for which the church exists, and for 
which the Christian lives !—and that it is hard to obtain the men to 
Si psctag te Wy Get. go; while the roms of wlademasy babe, 
sup lew ; ie the 0 , 
though equal, nay, superior to those of pastoral labor at home, and 
greater is generally are still such as would require 
oe eee earth’s spiritual renovation ? 
Does it follow, that the conversion of the world, by means of hu- 
man instrumentality, is a hopeless or even doubtful work? By no 
means. On the contrary, the enterprise is full of hope, full of cer- 
inty. And it is so for a reason whi S 
Scriptures. The piety of the professed le of 


: 


phant beyond all f 
My first object, of course, will be to rstastisu this great truth. 

_As a first step in the argument I assert the fact, that such an exer- 
cise of divine power is NECESSARY, if the world is to be converted. 

Look at the greatness of the work to be done. The field is the 
world, with scarcely less than a thousand millions of inhabitants. 
Three-fourths of these are the pale of Christendom—Moham- 
medans, or else imati ee eee 
three hundred and millions, which is believed to be its true pop- 


pr ef tar oe 2S 
won over to Jesus Christ, involving the over- 
throw of numerous ancient of philosophy and superstition, 
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consecration and devotedness very far beyond any thi et seen in 

any portion of that community. ee oe 2f the best 

and ablest members of the church must engage ally as mission- 

aries ; and how many millions of money must be contributed annu- 

ally. to furnish them and their native helpers with the means of living 
usefulness. 


Now who does not see, in this view, the necessity of such an agency 
of the Spirit? In vain shall we expect so universal a movement, so 
vast a spiritual revolution, without it, either in the church, or the 
world. Indeed it must be confessed, that the zeal and enterprise of 
the church are almost as much behind this result, as is the spiritual 
condition of pagan nations. There is even more difficulty, as I be- 
lieve, in perceiving how we are to obtain the means for the great 

devel T'fael mene ioclined ae oe on the 
emp more inc to Ww ooking on 
seinen altnanteat Gackieccaes bral lain eee cece 
tion and difficulty elsewhere. Woe to the world, if the church is not 
to be blessed with such an outpouring of the Spirit! And alas for 
mankind, if that Almighty Agent does not soon wing the rays of his 
truth everywhere, with far more of his Power Divine! 

Se maneg Snanenee a.Oe AONE) .s oe HEP 
result is not only necessary, HIGHLY PROBABLE, irrespective of all 
direct prophecy or promise on the subject. 

Who can believe, that a world embraced within the range of the 
influence of Christ’s atoning blood, is always to remain covered with 
the ruins of the fall? Who, after learning that the Son of God made 
a sacrifice of his own life in order to destroy the works and power of 
the devil, can believe that the god of this world is always to hold his 

dominions? Who, that has reflected on the object and plan 
and hi of redemption, does not emmeet that work to on- 
ward till its influence embraces the earth? It is not prophecy 
and promise alone, that awakens expectations of this sort. ex- 
i eng acer meeting tei Sasa. yp aishag hes. a0 of 

ev 


pectations 

mercy ; are the qaenyx heart that is 
filled with the love of Christ. The true follower of Christ rejoices to 
anticipate the triumphs of his King, the universal extension of his 
reign, and the ing off from the face of the whole earth of the 
ruins of the fall. though this result be connected with ever so 
great an amount of human instrumentality, he spontaneously refers it 
et ee ey ee ge mney Pah ave 

to make him acquainted wi greatness enterprise, 
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3. This brings me to my third topic, in which, after all, lies the 
main strength of the argument, viz. the direct Scriptural evidence of a 
great and general outpouring of the Spirit in the latter days. 

The following is, perhaps, the most remarkable passage bearing on 
this subject, in the word of God. “ And it shall come to pass after 
ward, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh ; and your sons and 
your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, 
your young men shall see visions; and also upon the servants and 
upon the handmaids in those days, will I pour out my Spirit. And I 
will show wonders in the heavens and in the earth, blood, and fire, 
and pillars of smoke. The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the 
moon into blood, before the t and terrible day of the Lord come. 
And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of 
the Lord, shall be delivered.” The apostle Peter, in his sermon on 
the day of Pentecost, declares this passage to be a prediction of events, 
which were to happen under the Christian di tion. i 
his hearers to the ep ogee, Po the Spirit and the wonderful events 
they then saw, he says, “This is that which was spoken by the 
oe Joel ;” and then he es the whole passage above cited. 

e means, that the time on which they were then entering was the 
time referred to by the prophet, that the events they then saw were 
the kind of events foretold, and that this remarkable prophecy began 
then to receive its fulfilment. Then commenced the ree ot os of 
the Spirit. It was, however, only the commencement of that dispen- 
sation. The grand progress, the glorious consummation, was reserved 
for other days. The pouring out of the Spirit on all flesh, with that 
universal, overwhelming sens described by the inspired bard in 
figurative language drawn from prophetic raptures and oriental war- 
fare, is a blessing the world is yet waiting for. erheth. ~ys slate 
duing agency of the Almighty Spirit. en coming in its power 
fulness, it will be to the whole heard with the exception of miracu- 
lous gifts, what it was to the small company of disciples assembled 
in the upper room on that memorable day; and it will be to the 
whole world, what it was to the three thousand that wept and repented 
under the preaching of Peter. Then was seen, though on a small 
scale, what is yet to be seen on the broad scale of the universal 
church and the entire earth. Then was seen the beginning of the 
fulfilment of a prediction, that looks mainly at that last great shock 
edie ton, coe be followed by voices in heaven, 


i i of this world are become the ki of our 
and his Christ, and he shall reign forever andever' 
But there is another source of proof, still more convincing, in the 
fot re Akg ary ign of the Messiah and the 
icaticn is gospel, every one of which presupposes an extra- 
Srilinary (lithe het off divindl other. I can quote only a very few 
of the many predictions. “Thy watchmen shall lift up the voice, 
with the voice shall they sing ; for they shall see eye to eye, 
when the Lord shall bring again Zion.” “ And they shall beat their 
swords into plough-shares, and their spears into pruning-hooks; na- 





Le eee AER Oo: RRR RSE) REINO TTRTEE: 
TE ETE EE EE LE ee ee LM 



































238 THE NATIONAL PREACHER. 


tion shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn 
War any more.” “ wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the 
leopard shall lie down with the kid, and the calf and the young lion 
the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. And the 
cow and the bear shall feed, their young ones shall lie down together, 
and the lion shall eat strawlike the ox. And the sucking child shall 
play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand 
on the cockatrice’s den. ey shall not burt nor destroy in all my 
holy mountain ; for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the 
Lord, as the waters cover the sea. The envy sys a 
and the adversaries also of Judah shall be cut off; Ephraim 


F 


depart, be 
shall not envy Judah, and Judah shall not vex Ephraim.” “In his 
days shall the ri flourish, and abundance of peace so long as 


the moon endureth.” “For thus. saith the Lord, behold, I will ex- 
tend peace to/her like a river, and the glory of the Gentiles like a 
flowing stream.” ar pare pg gi shall] become the 
ee snes his Christ, and he reign forever 

ever.” “And so all Israel shall be saved; as it 1s written, 
There shall come out of Zion the Deliverer, and shall turn away un- 
godliness frém Jacob.” 

Now these results are to happen on earth, under the reign of the 
Messiah ; and who does not perceive that they are what has never 
yet been? Yet, making due allowance for figurative language, they 
are what would certainly follow from such an outpouring of the 
Spirit as is foretold by the prophet Joel. But in vain shall we look 
for them, either in the church or in the world, without such a visita- 
tion. All that we now see, and all that we read of down from the 
rea it, are pa i 

wn orious da i in the passages just In 
Cincinechs Miipnins is teestbn saree. > sn. dota tor ated 
Ephraim ; because the spirit of sect will then cease to exist, if 
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of these teachers, both for the school-room and the pulpit, are not to 
be sent from Christian lands, but raised up on the spot; they are to 
be of native growth. But without such an outpouring, the 

J aanarntner: Pe oe neta, conn Batic 0 

or must we for one moment forget the lamentable , that 
very same ou ing of the it is as necessary to procure the 
means, as it is to them 

With the same unwavering confidence, therefore, with which we 
do actually look forward to the universal triumph of the on 
the earth, do we anticipate this universal outpouring of irit. 
This certainly is yet to come. All that has been seen of his 
parent arte mt Ph Bisons Nag then 
to preserve a church upon the earth, rather than to that church 
universal. His presence has been as it were local and occasional, 
rather than general and constant. The church has looked to this 
grandly decisive outpouring as yet to come, rather than rejoiced in it 
as already happened. As, under the old poe seme church 
waited and waited long for the promised Messiah to make redemption 
for the world; so now, under the new dispensation, the church waits, 
and has waited long too, for the promised Spirit to come and appro- 
po aie Barbe of that redemption. beth ews 
stand in in ing atti of waiting for the comi 

Spirit, just as renters 5 of old did for the coming of the Savior. 
And let us wait with prayer, with hope, with joyful expectation. 
For he will surely come. We are disposed to believe he will come 
suddenly—it may be not every where at once, but wherever there are 
the due ations for his operating on the minds of men. It may 
be that he will come first into his church, his spiritual temple, and 
cast out thence the spirit of the world, and fill it (blessed day !) with 
the beauty and glory of his celestial influence. 


4. We now proceed another step, and show how this advent of the 
Spirit is even now indicated by certain remarkable preparatory mea~ 




















240 THE NATIONAL PREACHER. 


“Son of man, if thou warn the wicked, and he turn not from his 
i nor from his wicked way, he shall die in his iniquity, but 
thou hast delivered thy soul.” Christian missionaries have executed 
their commission when they have made all possible efforts to bring 
the ip coatant with theenleds of oom, They can do no more. 
The ing ear, the awakened conscience, the understanding heart, 
the willing obedience, are all the pavers work of the Holy 
Spirit. Paul plants, Apollos waters, but gives the increase. 
Now there has been a commencement of preparations of this sort 
in very many of the benighted nations and tribes of men. In hun- 
dreds of dark the truth begins to shine ; in most very feebly, 
nevertheless it shines, and there is.a gradual and constant increase of 
the light of life. Some millions of immortal minds are no longer in 
the total darkness they once were; and all that is necessary to make 4 
full preparation for the Spirit among the heathen, is to have these 
ights multiplied and increased in brightness, so. as to throw the rays 
gd of canara Coe 
other preparations, ing from providential movements in 

fo per as. apenas mS God, 

sand causes, is fast throwing the world open to his people, and is 
even bringing large portions of it either under the government or the 
controlling influence of Christian nations. He is furnishing his people 
with means for making the gospel bear on the minds of men, far 
more powerful than he saw fit to bestow on his people in former 
rr OS ie ing wong HaneeeT a tees , and ma- 
king access to almost all parts of the world. In a word, who 


can look over the earth, and not believe that providential preparations 

are in progress on a vast scale for the coming of the Spint? While 
the preparatory agency of good men is beheld only here and there, 
providential preparations are going on, at this moment, throughout 
the habitable earth. And doubtless there are, too, preparatory influ- 
ences of the Spirit himself on the minds of men, even where the gospel 









that was in connection with all the other protestant missions now in 
the heathen world, would bring millions of souls into the visible 
church in a year. And it is well known that many of. the 
islands in the Pacific ocean, where English missionaries are 
laboring, have been blessed with. similar gracious visitations. In 
Tinnevelly, a district in southern India, there was an a ing, a 
few years since, which, had it extended with like power over all Indi 
would have oulverted. the. great; Brownie: spate a Momg, 205 
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Even the recent awakening at Krishnagur, in Bengal, with only a 
vy atlligmelaand Galen atte eed aaplokomme ee 
ral to overturn the superstitions of that populous province. Phere 
have also been outpourings of the Spirit in South Africa, which, if 
they had been more diffused, would have christianized the entire Hot- 
tentot and Caffre races. The same remark may be made respecting 
the Karens of Burmah, the Greenlanders, and the North American In- 
dians. Among some small portions of the Oriental churches also, 
there are, at present, operations of the Spirit, which, were they 
eed eb getees ane ae ee 
spiri ea’ 

Now these several agencies of the Spirit, viewed in connection with 
at aoe omer Sa era oo a 
that universal outpouring, whi ON fee A note 
world. encourage the of such a blessing, and they may 
perhaps be regarded as the first fruits of it. 

eg Shale Sea eee 
sities of i the same God working all in all; how the 
a ee ge oe ai aspects, but 

tending to the same result. The several operations that have been 
referred to as forerunning events, have each their distinctive traits ; 
from the “ great and strong wind,” rending the mountains and break- 
ing im pieces the rocks, as at the Sandwich Islands, to the “ stil] 
small voice,’ as among the Oriental churches. 

I have gone through with the argument, which seems to me fully 
to establish the fact, that there is yet to be a great and universal out- 
pouring of the Spirit upon the church and the world. And can there 
be any reasonable doubt on the subject? May we not yield our faith 
to the delightful anticipation? Believing that we may, let us now 
take a brief survey of the errects of this outpouring of the Spirit. 

And, first, in the Caures. The real people of God will be induced 
to enlist fully in the work of ing the way of the Lord in every 
art of the habitable earth. Miaee will be no any reserve, any 
folding . A mighty result! but it is one which the Holy Spirit 
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to do, if the Spirit were to make them this visitation? Ye who 
dwell in a eer are ee ee 
whose are loaded with the bounties o idenee, and who 
have all that heart can desire, may you feel this melting, bduing 
influence. And may-all be anointed with this holy anointing, bap- 
ee mer RRR eg ee a Christ Sous by 
this veg wacorars ven so I believe it will yet be throughout 
A awry low state of benevolence, now searcely anywhere 
above the lowest standard of Christian self-denial, is not always to 
De ee ean 

} a wonder- ing divine . are to feel 
prema yr a <n oh pe es Obeie, who for 
our sakes became pany gem aa pete Ae oe be rich. 
The abundance of their joy, in their unreserved consecration of them- 
selves to their Lord and Master, will abound in the riches of their lib- 
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ight being come, and the of the Lord risen upon her. 
The chorcl will cont for the ged of the'weeld. o talents will be 
deemed too great for the missionary work, no learning too pre 

mactlequenes Mil fievid, no stending, too chuveied. . What eliiie-wilt 


be sent by the church into the ire of darkness, and what means 
will it put in requisition for the warfare ! 
I must here i i 


Wathiea, ie the Leading ceili of tip. disoetten oat 'eavane the 
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the world, it w perish, yes, i 
. Why has the church so 
s she neglect it now? The cry o spiritual 


« : led to — be tidi 
ei edanrs-a0 ll e whether these tidings 


claimed? And if it be so with us, how cam:we believe that we have 


the 
when 


Fit of Christ 2 how leok forward:-with hope to the time 
bac dec bate olan toe 











